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Pepe ORIAL 


The Dilemma Admitted 


Some weeks ago we wrote an article for this 
Journal entitled, New Intermediary,’ its 
main thrust being that the liberal theologian 
feels that only those who have had modern lib- 
eral theological training are in a position to 
rightly evaluate the Scriptures. In other words, 
when the average layman takes up his Bible 
and reads it as men for generations have done, 
‘trusting in the blessing and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, actually he finds himself in a 
miasma of superstition and ignorance. 


The “New Intermediary” is the attempt to 
interpose between man and his Bible a system 
of theological gymnastics which would destroy 
the obvious and valid meaning of parts of the 
Scriptures and substitute for them something 
entirely different. 


Some thought this article extreme. Others, 
among them trained ministers, agreed heartily 
with its position. But, since the writing of the 
article in question there have been a number 
of corroborating articles or incidents. The fol- 
lowing is an illustration: 


Recently, as reported in the Christian Cen- 
tury, speaking to a group of ministers in Min- 
neapolis, Dr. Kirster Stendahl, assistant profes- 
sor of New Testament at Harvard Divinity 
School, stated that the heresy trials of three Wis- 
consin Lutheran ministers some weeks ago point 
up the widening gulf between the “‘theological- 
ly educated” and their congregations. 


Ministers have not yet learned, he said, how 
to communicate to their people the “post lib- 
eral” views of the Bible they learned in their 
seminaries. 
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Speaking of the actions of these Wisconsin 
pastors he affirmed that “they have spoken up 
out of the depth of the schizophrenia* of mod- 
ern theological language.” “It is,’ he said, “‘a 
judgment on all of us because we have not found 
the courage or language by which we can ex- 
press to our people in the churches the rather 
complicated attitudes towards our faith which 
modern theological education hands us.” 


Further, he stated, “We are caught in the 
stalemate between fundamentalism and _ non- 
fundamentalism. This two-party system of the- 
ology makes it almost impossible to define a 


statement of a third view.” 


This frank statement by Dr. Stendahl is an 
admission so revealing that it needs the most 
careful study. Rarely has a liberal theologian 
had the courage to indicate so clearly, not only 
the goal of liberal theology but also its con- 
fusing dilemma. 


Just what are the “post-liberal” views of the 
Bible which students now learn in the average 
seminary? Actually they are not “‘post-liberal” at 
all, they are old liberal views dressed up in 
new language. There are changes, yes, for the 
“assured findings’ of a past generation of lib- 
eralism have often been proven untenable and 
they have in turn been supplanted by new as- 
sumptions with the same fatal weakness - the 
substitution of human reason for divine revela- 
tion. 


*Schizophrenia actually means a split mind 
or personality and is characterized by hallucina- 
tions, delusions and often ‘“‘a dreamy, ineffectual 
reaction.” Actually it is a false concept injected 
or developed in the mind from which come 
abnormal symptoms and reactions. 
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“Neo-Orthodoxy” is very popular today in 
certain circles, but, it is not essentially new, nor 
is it orthodox, for it holds a low view of in- 
spiration with all of the weakness inherent in 
such an attitude. That “Neo-Orthodoxy” is a 
turning away from extreme modernism is some- 
thing for which we could be profoundly thank- 
ful, but for the fact that it has never turned 
far enough, and therefore cannot become truly 
“orthodox.” 


“Out of the depth of the schizophrenia of 
modern theological language.” What an ad- 
mission, and how tragically true! ! To put this 
in language which laymen can understand it 
simply means that liberal theology deals in 
considered double-talk. Either it beclouds its 
own theological terminology so that its mean- 
ing cannot be discovered, or, it uses established 
theological terminology but with an entirely 
new and different meaning. Whether this is 
wilful deception or pathological schizophrenia 
would depend on the individual and the cir- 
cumstances. That it has brought chaos and mis- 
understanding is a fact. 


It is both refreshing and revealing to hear 
the admission that liberal theology produces a 
“rather complicated attitude toward our faith.” 
The laymen are increasingly discovering how 
very true this is. We believe that many sincere 
ministers, the victims of such training, realize 
within their hearts that there is no power in 
a message which “interprets” the Scriptures so 
that they no longer mean what they so plainly 
state. That this “complicated attitude” produces 
theological schizophrenia is inevitable. 


What about the apostle Paul? He was not 
a liberal theologian. He had a magnificent 
mind and it had been well trained. But, he 
came to the people in Corinth in humility of 
mind, singleness of purpose, and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Here was his attitude: “And 
I brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring 
unto you the testimony of God. And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power.” 


Wherein lies the power in preaching? It 
stems from the Holy Spirit, from a message 
based on and steeped in the Word of God and 
on the authority of that Word. Liberal theology 
has no such power. It may captivate by elo- 
quence and impress with its erudition. It may 


copiously quote men and their books, but, unless 
it goes back to a “Thus saith the Lord,” for 
its ultimate authority, power is not there. 


Truly liberal theology is in a dilemma and 
many of its advocates know it. Enmeshed in 
the arrogance of human pride, confused by the 
meandering quicksands of its own philosophy, 
and by the cross-pollinization of error with er- 
ror, one wonders when some of its leaders will 
be willing to humbly return to the biblical con- 
cept and message, without compromise and 
without apology. 


That there are trends in this direction is 
something for which we should be thankful. 
But, the world needs more than a trend, it 
needs a ministry which has made a clean break 
with unbelief, a leadership which does not need 
to “explain” its deviations from biblical truth. 
The world desperately needs a faith in God 
which finds its access to Him through the Lord 
Jesus Christ and which depends for daily help 
to live for His glory through the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


There should be no “two-party system in the- 
ology.”” Christians have always differed on many 
minor details having to,do with the Scriptural 
record. But, these differences have nothing to 
do with the basic beliefs of Christianity, as such, 


nor do they constitute a real cleavage. On the 


other hand, liberal theology has injected a new 
dimension - unbelief posing as scholarship. ‘That 
one of its own proponents now characterizes this 
as theological schizophrenia is refreshing. 
That is just what it is. —L.N.B. 


Efficacious Atonement 


Our Church has had no more able or eloquent 
exponent of the Reformed Faith than John L. 


Girardeau. In pulpit, classroom and books he 


set forth classical Calvinism in its beauty and 
its strength. When a Methodist student went 
to Dr. Hodge at Princeton to get a book that 
would help him become a convinced Calvinist, 
the first one named was Girardeau’s, ‘“Calvin- 
ism and Evangelical Arminianism.” But Dr. 
Girardeau preferred to express the truth as to 
the work of Christ in the phrase efficacious 
atonement, rather than in the one found in 
the TULIP acrostic of limited atonement. 
Limited is a negative adjective, efficacious a 
postive one. The former leaves the hearer won- 
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dering if he is invited; the latter has a warmth 
of welcome and creates an appetite for a share 
in this blessed efficacy. 


In commenting on I John 2:2, Calvin quotes 
with approval the scholastic maxim that the 
atonement of Christ is sufficient for all and 
efficacious for the elect. And that phrase bet- 
ter summarizes the Canons of Dort in which 
fifty years after Calvin the Five Points were 
formulated. Our Lord expressed His assurance 
that all that the Father had given Him would 
come unto Him; but He did not close the sen- 
tence until He had opened wide the gates in 
full invitation: ‘‘and him that cometh unto 
Me I will in no wise cast out.’’ Similarly in 
Matthew 11:25-30, he first asserts in the most 
unqualified way the sovereign action of God 
in revealing the Father and the Son for the sal- 
vation of men; and then in an equally unquali- 
fied way He invites to Himself as the saving 
revelation of God all who labour and are heavy 
laden. Whatever conflict we may imagine in 
the matter of human inability and free invita- 
tion, or between God's sovereignty in salvation 
and man’s responsibility, our Lord put them to- 
gether and He knew what He was saying. He 
alone has experienced first hand both the in- 
finite sovereignty of God and the free human 
responsibility of man, for He alone is truly God 
and truly man in one person. 


Charles Spurgeon was led to God by the sec- 
ond half of the text already cited from John 
six: Him that cometh unto me I will in no 
wise cast out. Yet there were few preachers of 
his day who so magnified the full Calvinistic 
doctrine that those whom the Father has given 
to Christ shall come unto Him. This assurance 
may be found in a logical deduction, what God 
(in Christ) has suffered for, God is going to 
have; and in the teaching of the covenant of 
redemption between the three persons of the 
Trinity. It follows from the faith which ac- 
cepts the Risen Christ with all authority in 
heaven and earth reigning as Lord at the right 
hand of the Father, and ever living to make 
intercession for those whom the Father has given 
Him. He conquered death, He lives, He inter- 
cedes, He reigns, He reveals the will of God 
for our salvation. Thus He makes His atone- 
ment to be efficacious. —W.C.R. 


Dead Sea Scrolls 


It is a matter of real interest to all Bible 
students when a portion of the Bible is discov- 
ered that is perhaps not less than two thousand 
years of age. 


In 1947 a Bedouin shepherd lost his goat 
just west of the northern end of the Dead Sea. 
While looking for his animal he discovered 
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a cave now known as Oumran No, | - that had 


been forgotten for many centuries. Inside the 
cave he located some ancient scrolls which have 
been examined by competent Hebrew scholars 
and found to be of great interest. This “find” 
led to the opening of forty more caves in this 
territory and a few more discoveries of lesser 
importance. 


While the original discovery was made nine 
years ago the subject is by no means a dead 
issue; it is, instead, quite alive with interest, for 
the work of deciphering and interpreting will 
not be completed for years to come. 


Two copies of the Book of Isaiah, - one par- 
tial and the other complete, form one of the 
great centers of interest. These scrolls, made 
of leather, were wrapped in linen and then 
deposited in earthenware jars in the cave. The 
nearest the writer has come to seeing these 
leather scrolls was to see the jars that contained 
them, plus a copper scroll that has not been 
unrolled, or deciphered, up to the present time. 
This will probably be done by the British Mu- 
seum some time this year. | 


_ These valuable documents were probably in- 
scribed sometime between 167 B. C. and 33 
A. D. Scholars have just about agreed on these 
dates. When one realizes there are no ancient 
manuscripts of the Old Testament later than 
eight or nine hundred A.D., this is an exciting 
discovery. The New ‘Testament manuscripts 
only go back to about the fourth century A.D., 
so they can by no means compare in antiquity 
with this Dead Sea discovery. 


The two copies of Isaiah and two of the three 
chapters of the Prophet Habakkuk all confirm 
the essential accuracy of the accepted Hebrew 
text of our day, from which our English trans- 
lations are derived. Nothing was discovered to 
indicate that Isaiah may have been written by 
two or three authors as some modern scholars 
contend. 


In addition to the manuscripts on Isaiah 
there were discovered fragments from nearly 
every book of the Old Testament. On top of 
all this there was uncovered a commentary on 
Habakkuk interpreting the two chapters already 
mentioned. There was a scroll containing a 
record of the “War of the Sons of Light With 
the Sons of Darkness’; the ‘“Lamech Scroll,” 
the “Thanksgiving Psalms” (about twenty in 
number) and another scroll of considerable in- 
terest, ““The Manual of Discipline.’”” This con- 
tained a set of monastic regulations and a di- 
rectory of worship for some Hebrew group that 
lived apart in the desert. Some scholars believe 
that there is enough evidence to suggest, at 
least, that this community can be identified with 
the Essenes, a band that John the Baptist may 
have belonged to. 


— 
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Professor Miller Burroughs of Yale, Dr. Wil- 
liam H. Brownlee of Duke and Dr. Frank 
Cross, Jr., the American representative on the 
study committee of the manuscripts, all agree 
that there is no radical departure of importance 
from what is known as the Massoretic text. It: 
is from this latter Hebrew version, corrected 
through some four or five centuries, that we 
derive our English translations of the present 
time. Surely, one is encouraged to believe again 
as he has scores of other times, that archaeology 
(the study of ancient things), always tends to 
corroborate the very foundations of the Divine 
Book we love and in which we find the knowl- 
edge of the true God and His redemption for all 
eternity. R.W.C. 


Time To Stop 


The following editorial appeared in the 
Feb. 7th issue of the Chicago Daily Tribune. 


“CHURCHES IN POLITICS 


Political clergy and laymen who resented the 
political meddling and Marxist slant of the old 
Federal Council of Churches now have been 
given cause for concern about the activities of 
its successor organization, the National Council 
of Churches of Christ. 


When the new council was set up in 1950 
by 30 denominations of Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox Christians, a committee of 190 promi- 
nent laymen was organized with the aim of 
increasing lay participation in the work of the 
church. This committee was dissolved last year 
and a final report on its service has been made 
by the chairman, J. Howard Pew of Philadelphia. 


Mr. Pew says the committee repeatedly pro- 
tested to the council general board against the 
issuance of controversial statements and studies 
in sociology, economics, and politics. Invariably, 
he says, the laymen were outvoted by the clergy, 
10 to 1. In September, 1954, the committee 
made a formal effort to present its views to the 
general board. By a vote of 115 to 15, the lay 
group adopted a resolution which said: 


“Our committee believes that the National 
Council of Churches impairs its ability to meet 
its prime responsibility when, sitting in judg- 
ment on current secular affairs, it becomes in- 
volved in economic or political controversy 
having no moral or ethical content, promoting 
division where unity of purpose should obtain, 
nor do we believe that the National Council has 
a mandate to engage in such activities.” 


Mr. Pew reports that the general board voted 
to receive the resolution ‘with gratitude” but 
took no further action, and thereafter most 
of the members of the lay committee “came 
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finally to the realization that a wide chasm 
existed between the thinking of the laity and 


_ clergy and the executives of the denominational 


bodies which comprise the National Council.” 


He cites as examples of meddling in secular 
affairs pronouncements on such subjects as the 
Bricker amendment, strengthening the United 
Nations, collective security, reduction of arma- 
ments, and technical assistance to undeveloped 
countries. 


Another example was a resolution by a study 
group of the council urging Congress to put 
an end to “procedural abuses” by investigating 
committees, including “the forcing of citizens, 
under pretext of investigation of subversive ac- 
tivities, to testify concerning their personal eco- 
nomic and political beliefs.” The Pew report 
points out that such statements from the 
National Council “might influence the American 
people to believe that communism is nothing 
more than a personal economic or political be- 
lief and that it is a gross invasion of personal 
privacy for a congressional witness to be ques- 
tioned as to whether he is or ever has been a 
member of the Communist party.” 


The main issue raised by Mr. Pew’s committee 
has been disturbing the churches for a long 
time. Some of the clergy and perhaps some 
laymen think the churches must speak on every 
conceivable subject, whether or not they are 
informed, so that Christianity may be made 
“relevant” to modern man. Other clergy and 
perhaps most laymen think the churches ought 
to preach the gospel and stay out of politics. 


Leaders of the National Council of Churches, 
in its beginning, promised to take a middle 
ground, limiting their resolutions to questions 
involving essential moral and ethical principles, 
and adopting them only after full discussion 
by informed representatives of every viewpoint. 
Judging from Mr. Pew’s report, the conservative 
viewpoint no longer has any chance to be heard. 


Fortunately, nobody fmistakes the voice of the 


- National Council of Churches for the voice of 


God, and few’ are misled into thinking that the 
council leaders can speak for 34 million Protes- 
tant and Orthodox Christians. Most Americans 
still believe, with the founders of this Republic, 
that the intervention of religious organizations 
in the field of government brings results disas- 
trous to both religion and the government.” 


Sustained by a Heritage 
of Christian Ideals 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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LENT 


(The following article is taken from the Febru- 
ary 18th issue of the Alexandria (La.) Daily 
Town Talk.) 


By Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, D.D. 
Pastor First Presbyterian Church 


The Christian world is currently observing 
the Lenten season. To the different faiths Lent 
means different things. But each faith reflects 
its understanding of the meaning of Christianity 
in its attitude toward Lent. Presbyterians gen- 
erally acknowledge Lent, but without special ob- 
servances. 


For Presbyterians, as for most Evangelical 
Christians, the heart and soul of the Christian 
religion is nothing less than the practice of a 
personal and intimate fellowship with the risen 
and glorified Christ — together with the rela- 
tionships that follow. Presbyterians believe 
that when they turn to God with sincere re- 
pentance and faith they receive a power into 
their intimate, private lives — and that this 
power is the spirit of the living Christ. 


Lord Is Religion 


Because knowing this living Lord is religion 
to Presbyterians, they are more inclined to think 
of the resurrection than the death of Christ; 
to love the empty tomb more than the place 
of the skull; to look forward to Easter more 
than to Good Friday; to find joy and happiness 
and the assurance of Salvation (because Christ 
arose) in their faith rather than pain and sad- 
ness (because Christ died). Whenever they 
think of Christ, their eyes begin to light up 
instead of filling with tears. And as they walk 
through the holy days before the passion season, 
they do so with reverence but without mourning. 


Thus Lent reminds Presbyterians of the rea- 
son why life has been changed so much for the 
better, as it calls to remembrance the life and 
death and resurrection of the Son of God for 
our sakes. No Christian can bring to memory 
the passion of our Lord without asking himself 
if he has adjusted his personal life in terms of 
sacrifice and service. 


This is necessarily a part of discipleship for 
the child of God in whom the living Christ has 
taken up His residence. And Presbvterians are 
again reminded of the need of all Christians 
to repent of their sins and expect confidently 
the forgiveness which God offers to us in Christ. 


Personal Sacrifice 


But Presbyterians do not attach any particular 
religious significance to Lent. They do not feel 
that any personal sacrifice or service intended 
to honor Christ should be reserved for a special 
season of the year. They believe that a Chris- 
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tian will deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow Christ, but not only during a time 
especially set aside for the purpose, before which 
the penitent may prepare for his penance with 
a party. 


They are more likely to feel that there is no 
time throughout the year when it is not appro. 
priate for the lover to indicate the full measure 
of his love for his beloved—and that our rela- 
tionship to Christ calls for the same attitudes 
on Fat Tuesday that it does on Ash Wednesday. 


What Was the Purpose? 


By Rev. Carl W. McMurray, Ph.D. 
Marion, N. C. 


In our community, questions have been raised 
as to the intent and purpose of the printed 
program which was sent out under the copy- 
right of the National Council of Churches for 
use in the recent observance of the World Day 
of Prayer. Those who have expressed concern 
are sincere believers in united Christian prayer, 
but are perturbed by this printed material. On 
the front page, the printed program strikes the 
keynote with a prayer addressed to the “Great 
Spirit” and attributed to Indian Chief ‘Yellow 
Lark.” The prayer would be suitable for an 
Indian role in a Pageant of World Religions, 
but it could not be regarded as a pattern for 
Christian prayer in an assembly where the Word 
of God is known and the Name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is honored. The program seems to 
sponsor the suggestion that it would be good 
to blend the Christian religion with other re- 
ligions like that of the ancient American In- 
dians. Surely, a converted Indian, or any other 
convert from paganism, who has found the 
unique and blessed. joy of salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ, would repudiate the sug- 
gestion. 


At some points the program rises to a spirit 
of Christian prayer and then hastily retreats, 
and ever and again in the program we are 
confronted with what seems to be a deep hesi- 
tancy to speak with clear and unmistakable 
Christian accents. Some sections of the program 
carry titles that are foreign to their content. 
For example, the section entitled ‘‘Penitence”’ 
fails to touch on that theme. It begins with 
a prayer attributed to the Dakota Tribe and 
addressed to the “Great Spirit” without express- 
ing any note of penitence. Why does the pro- 
gram label this as penitence and then rebuke 
our expectation of a Christian prayer that 
would lead the people in an experience of con- 
trition and confession at the feet of the blessed 
Saviour? The rest of the section on penitence 
is taken up with an Indian parody on the 
Lord’s Prayer. It substitutes “Great Spirit” for 
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“Our Father,” and changes “Which art in 
heaven” to something about the sky as the tepee 
of the great spirit and the earth as his hunting 
ground. The plea for filial reverence in “Hal- 
lowed be Thy Name” is reduced to a suggestion 
that the great spirit is mighty and fearful. Any 


Christian Indian would recognize that this mim- 
_ icry robs the Lord’s Prayer of its blessed mean- 


' ing as expressed by Jesus when He said, “After 
' this manner pray ye: Our Father which art in 
' heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name, etc.” 


Near the end of the program we find some 


- Scripture quotations that are not jumbled with 
- Indian folklore, but as we read these Scripture 
_ passages we are puzzled by the deletions. A brief 
_ paragraph concerning the Shepherd and_ the 
_ sheep is quoted from John 10:7-16, but the verses 
' are omitted from this paragraph which refer 
- to thieves and robbers and hirelings and wolves 
that imperil the sheep. In our day when the 


_ sheep are beset with such spiritual perils, it— 


_ might have been good to quote the paragraph 
- without deletions. When we come to the other 
_ Scripture printed in the program we face a 


deeper perplexity. That rich benediction in He- 
brews 13:20-21 is quoted with one significant 
phrase deleted. Why did they delete from this 
benediction the single phrase: ‘Through the 
Blood of the Everlasting Covenant’? Did those 
who deleted the phrase think that the mention 
of the Blood and the Covenant would be out 


of harmony with the purpose of the program? 
_ If that is the reason for the deletion, then we 
_ may have the clue to the many other puzzling 
- features of this program as sponsored by the 


National 


Council of Churches, but such an 


explanation leaves Christian believers weeping 
_ by the rivers of Babylon. 


t 


“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion . . . 
If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remem- 
ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth.” 


A Tokyo Story 
By George Burnham 


Tokyo — General MacArthur conquered 
Tokyo before he got here, but Billy Graham had 
to wait until after he arrived. 


Different methods were employed. Mac- 
Arthur used bullets and Billy used a Bible. His- 
tory will record which of the two methods pro- 
duced lasting results. 


Every major meeting held by Billy set records 
for the Protestant history of Japan. Residents 
said few men have gripped the imagination of 
the Japanese people as has the American evan- 
gelist. 
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Here is a typical example of one day after ad- 
dressing the largest group of pastors ever to 
gather in Japan. Billy called on Prime Min- 
ister Hatoyama at noon. 


The Japanese Diet, similar to the U. S. Con- 
gress, delayed the customary opening thirty 
minutes to make the visit possible. Billy told 
the Prime Minister how Christ had changed 
his life at age 17 and then outlined the Bible 
formula for world and individual peace. Hato- 
yama, who suffers paralysis of the legs and uses 
a cane like the late President Roosevelt, said 
he became a Christian as a young man. He 
added, “Burdens and cares of my office are so 
great that I couldn’t stand up under them unless 
I could go home at night and turn them over 
to God.” 


Hatoyama loves church hymns and is the only 
Prime Minister of Japan ever to have one sung 
at a session of the Diet. He relaxes each night at 
home by listening to hymns. When one of 
Hatoyama’s staff asked if Billy would pray at 
the conference the Prime Minister apologized 
for the fact that he could not stand for the 
prayer. Billy prayed for him, for Japan, for 
Russia, for America and for all nations of the 
world. His secretary, Matsumoto, said it was 
the first time he had ever seen Hatoyama shed 
tears. 


Billy had a hard time attending the evening 
rally at Kokusai Stadium. He couldn’t get in 
because of the crowd. A cordon of police, mak- 
ing use of the half track, finally cleared the 
way. The indoor stadium seating 15,000 was 
overflowing with 18,000. Long before Billy ar- 
rived the crowd outside in frigid weather sent 
up a clamor saying they would go home if Billy 
would come out and talk with them. He went 
out onto the roof and spoke briefly. But few 
left. They continued the cold vigil and listened 
to an outside loudspeaker. 


In the middle of the address the crowd broke 
through police lines and several thousand surged 
into the building. Committee members trem- 
bled, fearing that the confusion would break up 
the meeting. The doors near the platform were 
crashed open again just as Billy was about to 
give the invitation. People poured in but the 
attention of the listeners was held. There had 
to be an unseen force because most of the police 
were huddled in a room burning trash trying 
to keep warm. 


Over 1,000 decisions were made. Asked after- 
wards what he thought about all of the pande- 
monium back of the platform, Billy replied, 
“It was one of the most attentive audiences I 
have ever seen.” 

* * * 

Sidelights: Highlight of Billy’s visit to Japan 

was the night he addressed 1,200 missionaries. 
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Most of them were from America. This might 
not seem like such a large number but they 
represented millions of people. Back of each 
missionary was a board. Back of each board 
there was a church. Back of each church were 
its members. Old songs of the church rang 
out with fervor seldom seen. When a man 
leaves home and travels half way around the 
world to talk about Christ he usually means 
business. At the end of the message Billy said: 
“Bless your hearts. I’m not preaching to you. 
I’m preaching to myself.” 


The American Army had a huge Bible and 
cross carved out of ice at a luncheon in Billy’s 
honor .. . top ranking British general in Tokyo 
signed a decision card at a morning meeting 
. . . Billy and his interpreter looked like Mutt 
and Jeff at a rally—Billy, 6’2”, interpreter, 5 feet 
. . . Sgt. Jacob Deshazer, who made the Doo- 
little raid on Japan and then returned as a 
missionary, guided Captain Mitsuo Fuchida into 
making a decision for Christ. Fuchida was lead- 
er of the Japanese squadron which bombed Pear] 
Harbor. 


The Family Altar 


WHAT CAN IT DO TO STEM THE RISING 
TIDE OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY? 


By Wade C. Smith 


Modern life appears to be (dis) organized to 
disrupt the solidarity and sanctity of the mod- 
ern home. What little time the family may be 
together, except at meals, in many homes is 
absorbed by television programs, many of which 
are interspersed by clever beer salesmanship, 
banditry, vaudeville and other questionable per- 
formances. If a beer salesman should come to 
your door you would not admit him, but he 
is actually glorified before your young people 
as they intently listen to him on television in 
your living room. This is one of those inex- 
plicable anomalies of modern family life. — Lit- 
tle boys as young as 4 and 5 years are outfitted 
with toy revolvers - “two guns” man size in 
holsters almost dragging the ground, and cow- 
boy suits, with which they practice “killing” 
each other, or any one else who may come along. 
Just this week, a group of children, 5 to 9, play- 
ing in the street in front of my home, were 
putting on a banditry show that would cause 
Jesse James to pause. One wore a Davy Crocket 
coon-tail cap and carried a toy rifle. Two of 
the “two gun” bandits were masked, and as 


they would “get the drop” on the others, their — 


victims would fall prostrate on the pavement, 
“shot dead” by the attackers. This was all in 
_ play; but the evening paper front page had three 
accounts of juvenile tragedy. One boy, age 12, 
shot his 9 year old brother dead, because he 
changed the dial to another program on the 
television, and when his father ran in to take 
the gun the bov shot him dead, too. Where 
did the boy get the idea? Certainly not at 
Family Prayers. On the same page, an account 
of a 17-year-old killing his grandmother to save 
her, as he said, from suffering so much from 
her illness. Such are common incidents in the 
press news of today. These teenagers are grow- 
ing up out of the kindergarten toy-pistol class. 
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One 15-year-old lad confessed that he had killed 
his aunt “just for the thrill of it’! It is amaz- 
ing how teenagers will freely acknowledge their 
sadistic cruelties as though they were common- 
place. It is a modern development in juvenile 
life, inculcating the thought that human life 
is cheap and to shoot it out of existence is smart. 
Recently a five year old boy jumped out from 
behind a parked car, aimed his toy gun at me and 
snapped the trigger; then looked at me in rage, 
stamped his foot and said, “You’re dead! why 
don’t you fall down?” I couldn’t convince that 
boy of the truth right there; I could only smile 
at him and pass on. If I had lectured him or 
protested, he would have smiled and _ passed 
on. The proper place for him to learn the 


is at home: 
mother, as they point out to him God’s Word 
on this and other vital truths. 


All of which leads directly into the subject 
of Family Prayers. Christian parents should at 
least realize that this is the family fountain of 
wise thinking and right living; that it is a time 
and place where the Holy Spirit honors His 
Word by stamping its truth upon a child’s heart 
and mind in such a way that he can never get 
awav from it. 


By actual test, at a family worship service 
you can in seven minutes read ten verses of 
Scripture and have a prayer that includes praise, 
thanksgiving, petitions for Holy Spirit guidance 
(even in how to make the prayer) for forgive- 
ness of sins, for health, satisfactory business and 
housekeeping, good lessons at school, kinfolks, 
friends and neighbors; for some missionaries you 
may know by name, for world evangelism, for 
your pastor, church and Sunday school, for sus- 


tained loyalty to Christ and for happy, joyous — 
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sanctity of human life and his relation to it | 
to learn it from his father and his © 


living throughout the day and into the night. 
There might even be time for singing the verse 
of a hymn if the family is minded to do that. 
If the day’s schedule is too tight to admit of 
seven minutes so spent, it would be well to set 
the alarm clock for ten minutes earlier in order 
to include it. Some day, if not now, you will 
regard it as the most valuable moments of the 
24 hours. In some homes the individual pro- 
grams are such that there is no time when all 
can be together. However, that does not cause 
you to abandon breakfast or dinner; you sit 
down and eat with those who can be present. 
Why cannot this practice apply to Family 
Prayers? 


In a church in New York state, during a pro- 
tracted meeting, I spoke on this subject. One 
of the officers of the church decided to start 
Family Prayers in his home. 
a beautiful leather-bound Bible for each of his 
three daughters, the youngest being only four 
years old, and began having Family Prayer at 
the end of the evening meal. Later, I was a 
guest at his table, and when the dishes were 
cleared away one of the girls brought out the 
Bibles, including father’s and mother’s and one 
for me. They were reading in Ephesians, a chapter 
at each evening meal, to be followed by prayer. 
Little 4-year-old got down out of her chair and 
came around with her Bible to sit in her father’s 
lap, for she couldn't read yet, and Father had to 
read her verse for her, while she with her finger 
on the verse, guided by his hand, would repeat 
each word after him. That was an inspiring 
sight to me because it spoke a lesson far more 
impressively than any television performance 
could have done it. The little hand was parent- 
guided across the pages of God’s Word while 
that ‘little heart and mind received the Spirit- 
guided ‘Truth, to: bear fruit - from four years 
old, all the way up. 


'. This is one answer - and I believe it is God’s 
answer - to the present day problem of juvenile 
delinquency: Family Prayers. 
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(From New Testament Evangelism 


by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 129 


THE CHRISTIAN S EQUIPMENT FOR 
PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


When one is stirred by an impulse to do 
some fine, uncommon thing, his next thought 
is the means by which he may accomplish it. 
Whether it be to build a house or catch a fish 
or kill a snake, he immediately looks around 
for something to do it with. 


When the would-be soul winner, thrilled by 
the thought of doing a service that angels might 
covet, looks about for proper equipment he 
usually makes his first sad mistake by going 
to his own poor kit of tools. He fingers them 
over - his desire, his sympathy, his education, 
his talents, his gift of gab, his influence - and 
they are all so obviously inadequate before such 
an undertaking that his first reaction is utter 
discouragement, and in most cases here the im- 
pulse dies an early death. Still worse it is if 
he foolishly makes the attempt with these alone, 
for the effort is foredoomed to failure which 
may even destroy the desire. 


Says York A. King: “In the accomplishing 
of spiritual tasks to which we have been called, 
we are dependent upon a power afid an equip- 
ment which are not-our own._ Thé early disciples 
did not have enough social or political influ- 
ence to keep themselves out of jail, but they 
had a connection. -with an unseen Power by 
which they could pray down the jail walls about 
their ears.” 


Equipment A - The Holy Spirit. The Lord 
Jesus has not left us without plain directions 
concerning equipment. In..those first days of 
evangelistic impulse when. the disciples’ hearts 
were aflame with holy zeal to throw their 
human minds, tongues, hands and feet into 
the new task, He told them they must first 
have power - a Power entirely outside of their 
own: the Power of the Holy Ghost. Zealous 
as they were, impatient as they were, they must 
wait for that Power. It would be useless to 
begin without it - even disastrous to, begin with- 
out it. Every record of the commitment of 
the mission of winning souls to Jesus bears with 
it in one form or another this stipulation about 
the Power. In Matthew 28:18,19 “All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore .... ”’.-- In Mark 16:15,17,20 “Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
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to every creature ... in my name... . And 
they went forth . . . the Lord working with 
them.” In Luke 24:48-49 “ ... but tarry ye 
in the city of Jerusalem until ye be imbued 
with power from on high.” In John 20:21,22 
" . as my Father hath sent me, so send I 
you. And when He had said this, He breathed 
on them, and said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 


The last recorded words of our Lord on earth 
join together inseparably personal witnessing 
with the Power. Acts 1:8 - “But ye shall re- 
ceive power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth. 


Thus in the very outset, let us give the 
Power first place in every thought of the means 
by which we shall do personal work for Jesus. 
In a later lesson we shall deal with this phase 
of the subject (the part of the Holy Spirit) 
more in detail. It is mentioned first in this 
brief summary of “equipment” to avoid seem- 
ing to fail to recognize God’s power as the 
all important factor, and to give it first place. 
This Power is the Holy Spirit’s very presence 
and companionship and is distinctly promised in 
the passages quoted in the foregoing paragraphs, 
as also in many other places in God’s Word. 


(In the next lesson we will deal with Equip- 
ment B - God's Word, and C - Human en- 
dowments). 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, March 11, Luke 19:1-10. With these 
verses, read also 18:18-23. What did the rich 
voung ruler and Zacchaeus have in common? 
Which one, in coming to Jesus, really recog- 
nized his need (Cf. 18:21&19:8)? In talking 
with the rich young ruler (v.22), Jesus was 
trying to show him that, in truth, he had not 
kept the commandments (vv.20-21). Why did 
not Jesus show Zacchaeus his sin instead of 
calling him to Himself as He did in 19:5? 
What do you see in these two incidents of 
Jesus’ ability to approach people in accordance 
with their needs? What proved to be the stum- 
bling block of one and the proof of salvation 
in the other (18:23,19:8)? Is your money an 
obstacle to your following Christ or a means 
of serving Him? 

Monday, March 12, Romans 8:12-17; Ephestans 


2:5-8. Begin by reading Ephesians 2:3-8 to 
discover the mercies of God that have been 
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bestowed upon us. List the phrases that reveal 
God’s mercy and kindness to you. Have you 
ever done anything to deserve them (2:8-9) ? 
Make it a practice to thank God regularly for 
all that He has done for you in Christ.  Ac- 
cording to Romans 8:16-17, what proof does 
the Christian have that he is the recipient of 
these mercies? What place has the Holy Spirit 
in enabling you to live as a child of God (8:1], 
13)? Because of God’s mercies, what obligation 
is upon the Christian to turn from sin (v.12)? 
How will you respond this day to God’s deep 
love and great mercies to you (12:1)? 


Tuesday, March 13, Psalm 130:3-8. The 
Psalmist expresses the deep grieving of the sin- 
cere Christian who slips into sin. Read the 
Psalm aloud to yourself to catch the depth 
of his yearning and crying to the Lord. How 
would you fare if God held you responsible 
for your sins (v.3)? The Christian who does 
not recognize the utter blackness of his own 
heart has not grown much in grace. What ho 
and assurance does the Psalmist have (vv.4,7) ? 
Does this include all sins (v.8) ? After confession 
of sin, the wayward Christian needs to wait 
on the Lord, resting on the assurance of His 
promise (v.5). Notice the figure of v.6. Do 
you practice the habit of waiting on the Lord 
to renew your soul, to restore to you the fellow- 
ship you had with Him before you sinned? - 


Wednesday, March 14, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. 
Terrible immorality existed within the Corin- 
thian Church (5:1-2). These Christians had 
been saved from equally obscene sins of the 
body (6:9-11). Read 6:13-20 for the Christian 
concept of the body. In the Old Testament 
nothing sinful could come near God’s presence 
in the tabernacle without perishing (Leviticus 
10:1-3). What tremendous new fact is stated 
about the Christian’s body in v.19? Are there 
sins in your life that abuse your body and 
thwart the possibility of a Holy God living 
in you? As a Christian do you recognize to 
whom you truly belong (vv.19-20)? In what 
Ways can you use your physical body to glorify 
God (6:20) ? | 


Thursday, March 15, Romans 12:1-2. The 
“mercies of God” (v.la) refers to all that has 
been said since 1:16, i.e., our justification 
through God’s grace in Christ, and especially 
the wisdom and mercy of God mentioned in 
chapter 1]. Because of God’s mercies, what 
appeal does Paul make in vv.1-2 to these Roman 
Christians? Why must we turn from conformity 
to the world to be holy and acceptable to God? 
What picture does Paul draw of the place of 
each member in the body of Christ (vv.4-8) ? 
What should be the relation of Christians to 
each other (vv.3,9,10)? How do you think our 
conduct in vv.3-10 is related to the appeal of 
vv.1-2? Do you cause notes of discord in your 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Cl 
th 
(\ 
W 
W 
Vv. 
tl 
n 
tl 
1S 
h 
| 


you 
9) 


irit 


on 


Christian group because of your holding to 
the ways of the world (v.2), or your self-will 
(v.l)? . 


Friday, March 16, Philippians 2:9-11. To 
what in vv.6-8 does the “therefore” of v.9 refer? 
What is it about the ministry of Christ in 
v.8b that prompts God the Father to so honor 
the Son in vv.9-11? What do you think is the 
name (v.9) that the Father is bestowing upon 
the Son for His work on earth (v.11)? What 
is going to happen in heaven and on earth 
some day when the very name of the Lord 
Jesus is mentioned (vv.10-11)? A preview of 
that day is given in Revelation 5:6-14. Is the 
honor that you give to Jesus greater than the 
honor you give to any other name (v.9)? Is 


your honor of the lips only, or do you bow to 
Jesus as Lord in your life (v.11)? 


Saturday, March 17, Romans 10:13-17. In 
chapters 9-11 Paul is speaking of the Jew. What 
observations does he make about them in 
vv.1-4? What is basically wrong with their re- 
ligion (v.3)? How might the truths of vv.2-3 
be applied to some of our Protestant church 
members? Can a Protestant (as well as a Jew) 
who depends on his own righteousness for sal- 
vation be lost? What is necessary for salvation 
(vv.9,10,13,17) ? What questions in v.14 might 
be applied to unsaved church members? How 
could v.15 refer to you in relation to them? 
What will be necessary on your part if you 
are to help them (vv.9a,10b)? Are you willing 
to do this? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 18 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Institutes The Lord’s Supper 


Background Scripture : Luke 22:1-71. 


Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 11:23-32. 


Our Devotional Reading is Paul’s account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper. He begins it 
by saying, “For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you.” Paul received 
his knowledge, not by being an eye-witness, as Matthew and John, but by the inspiration of the 
Lord Himself. He received his information directly “of the Lord.” Mark is supposed to have 
gotten his facts largely from Peter. John, who was present, and reclining next to Jesus at the 


table, tells us of the “supper,” but does not 
give us the “words of institution,” as we find 
them in the Synoptic Gospels, and in I Corin- 
thians. While John omits these words, he adds 
a great deal which the others omit, telling us 
of the washing of the disciples’ feet, and of 
the discourse in the Upper Room. Luke may 
have gotten his details from Paul. All of them 
were inspired to write by the Holy Spirit, and 
when all of the accounts are put together we 
have a great deal given us concerning this most 
significant and important sacrament. 


I. Events Leading up to the Lord’s Supper: 1-18. 


The Feast of Unleavened Bread - the Pass- 
over - was drawing near. The chief priests and 
scribes sought to kill Him, but feared the peo- 
ple. Matthew and Mark say that they did not 
want to put Him to death “on the feast day 
lest there be an uproar among the people.” So 
they tried to work out their scheme “under 
cover,” so to speak. God planned, however, that 
“Christ our Passover” should be slain at the 
Passover season. Man proposes, but God dis- 
poses, as many wicked schemers have found 
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out to their discomtiture. The subtle plans 
of the rulers was furthered by the treachery of 
Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve. This traitor 
knew the place where Jesus often went with 
His disciples, and evidently was convinced that 
He would go to the Garden of Olives after 
partaking of the Supper. Satan took more com- 
plete possession of this man as he went to the 
rulers and made his bargain with them. 


Then came the day of unleavened bread. 
Jesus sends Peter and John into the city to find 
«a man bearing a pitcher of water. Following 
him they delivered the message of Jesus to the 
goodman of the house and made everything 
ready in the large upper room. “With desire 
J have desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer: For I say unto you, I will 
not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled 
in the kingdom of God.” He had eaten the 
Passover many times during His life, but this 
was the most significant occasion of them all, 
for the real “Passover Lamb,” typified for cen- 
turies in the observance of this Feast, was now 
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to be slain: The Lamb of God Who should 
take away the sins of the world. 


II. The Institution of the Lord’s Supper: 19-20. 


It is strange that around this sacred and sim- 
ple service great controversies have raged, and 
the Church, which should be united here of all 
places, should be torn apart by the various in- 
terpretations given to the meaning and _ ob- 
servance of this sacrament.’ We hold “World 
Communion Sundays” in an effort to empha- 
size the “Oneness” of the Church, but the dif- 
ferent ways of observing it only tend to empha- 
size the differences. There is such a tremendous 
difference, for instance, between the Roman 
Catholic view and the Protestant view that it 
seems like two entirely different ‘“Suppers.”’ 
These views stretch all the way from the “Mass”’ 
of the Roman Catholic to the extreme view of 
the Quaker, with the insistence upon the spirit- 
ual rather than any material observance. Our 
own position, as stated in the Shorter Catechism 
is as follows: The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament, 
wherein, by giving and receiving bread and 
wine, according to Christ’s appointment, his 
death is showed forth; and the worthy receivers 
are, not after a corporal and carnal manner, 
but by faith, made partakers of his body and 
blood, with all his benefits, to their spiritual 
nourishment and growth in grace. 


There are several ways in which we can look 
at the Lord’s Supper, each one having a mean- 
ing and Jesson for us. It is a Memorial Service; 
Do this in remembrance of Me, said Jesus. 
While there are many things about Him which 
we can remember with the utmost profit, it 1s 
His death that we especially think of; His 
death, and what that death means for us. It is 
an Examination Service: Let a man examine 
himself, says Paul. We are not to keep it in a 
thoughtless, careless, manner. To do so _ will 
bring condemnation instead of blessing. The 
Corinthians, to whom Paul was writing, had 
recently been converted from heathendom and 
were used to drunken feasts in connection with 
their worship of heathen gods, so he warns 
them against a profanation of this sacred feast 
of the Lord’s Supper. We are not apt to fall 


into exactly this sin, but we, too, need to 


“examine ourselves’ and see whether we dis- 
cern the Lord’s body. We should look deep 
into our hearts and see if we are truly repentant 
for sin, really trusting Him tor salvation, and 
have a genuine love for Him. It is a Com- 
munion Service; the thought of Fellowship is 
here; Drink ye all of it. Let every Christian 
participate. I have known of churches where 
all wait until everyone is served and then all 
drink together. I do not think that this is 
necessary or desirable, but the idea of sharing 
should be prominent. It is a Preaching Service: 
Ye do show forth the Lord’s death. Here is an 
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opportunity for every Christian to Preach; to 
proclaim the Lord’s death, and let all who 
witness the act know that we believe that Christ 
died for our sins. There may be an unsaved 
person present, and we can preach to him. 
There are our fellow Christians present, and 
we can affirm our faith in His atoning death. 
We are preaching vital truth. It is a Covenant- 
ing Service: we are making a “New Covenant” 
with God and with our Savior. We are publicly 
pledging our allegiance to our King, and prom- 
ising to be loyal to Him. It is a Prophetic 
Service: “Till He come.” We are declaring 
that we look for His return in glory; that we 
are waiting, we are watching, for that great 
Day to come. There is the Backward Look of 
Remembrance; the Inward Look of Examina- 
tion; the Look Around us, at the family of 
Christians; the Outward Look, as we think of 
the unsaved; the Upward Look of consecration; 
and the Far Off Look of expectancy and hope. 


I need not say that the Lord’s Supper is the 
more important and sacred of the two sacra- 
ments. Baptism is important, even water bap- 
tism, which is the sign and seal of the necessary 
work of the Holy Spirit. Water baptism is ad- 
ministered but once usually, but we observe 
the Lord’s Supper from two to fifty-two times 
a year, depending upon custom and _ usage. 
Water baptism is a symbol of our ingrafting 
into Christ: The Lord’s Supper looks to our 
feeding upon Him and His grace. 


Ill. Events Following the Supper: 21-71. 


They occupy the greater part of our Back- 
ground Scripture. 


The first occurs “during supper” when Jesus 
tells His disciples very plainly that “one of 
you shall betray me.” ‘This seemed to create 
surprise and uneasiness among them, and they 
began to say, Lord, Is it I? He pointed out 
the traitor by giving him the sop. Judas soon 
leaves the table and goes out into the night 
to complete his arrangements with the rulers. 


The “strife among them” as to which of them 
should be the greatest, was nothing new, for 
He had rebuked them for that time and time 
again, and tried to teach the lesson of humility 
and service. The idea of an earthly Monarch 
with His favorites around him, persisted in 
their minds. Here, under the very shadow of 
the cross, it manifests itself. John gives us 
the beautiful record of Jesus washing the feet 
of his disciples. This was a very vivid illustra- 
tion of what He had been trying to teach them 
as to service. I leave you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done. “I am among you 
as he that serveth.” 


Then comes His solemn warning. to Simon 
Peter: Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath. de- 
sired to haye you, that he: may sift. you as wheat, 
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But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not; and when thou art converted strengthen 
thy brethren. I expect Peter often remembered 
these words after he had been reclaimed and 
reinstated as one of the apostles and given his 
commission, Feed my sheep; feed my lambs. 


The scene in the Garden is one that strikes 
deep into the hearts of all those who love their 
Savior, and causes them to examine themselves 
afresh. His suffering as He knelt in agony and 
prayed that if it be possible, the cup might 
pass from Him, is as great, or greater, than 
His suffering on the cross. I do not suppose 


that any of us fully understand the awfulness 
of this “cup.” It contained the sins of the 
world. He drank the cup, but He was given 
strength to go through all of this. He gained 
the victory, and marched calmly on to His 
trial and crucifixion. Out of the woods my 
Master came, strengthened and calm. 


The betrayal and arrest; the denials of Peter 
and his bitter weeping, as Jesus turned and 
looked upon him; The mockery and shameful 
treatment and condemnation before the coun- 
cil, fill out the chapter. Can we read without 
tears? 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 18 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Absent Or Absent Minded 


Hymn: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 100 a 

Hymn: “J Am. Thine, O Lord, J Have Heard 
Thy Voice” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Come, We That Love The Lord”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


It is quite generally recognized that Christians 
need the worship of the church. We need both 
private worship and public worship. Neither 
can fully take the place of the other: In this 
program we are thinking mainly about public 
worship. Next week we shall give first con- 
sideration to private worship. Getting back to 
our opening idea that we need the worship of 
the church, we must remember that God has 
commanded us to worship in assemblies. This 
is the pattern both in the Old Testament church 
and in the New Testament church. There are 
blessings God can give us through public wor- 
ship which we cannot receive in any other way. 
For inspiration and fellowship public worship 
has no substitute. 


Not only do we need public worship, but 
it needs us. God has made it clear that He 
desires to be worshipped by His church as a 
body. The church has no body except as it 
is made up of individual members. Just as the 
church can have no body without believers, so 
there can be no public worship without -wor- 
shippers. There will be no public worship of 
the Lord unless we, and other Christians like 
us, join together for the purpose of worship. 
This may seem to be a very simple idea, yet 
there are many who apparently do not under- 
stand it. 


_ It may 


In this program we are trying to discover 
how we can strengthen the worship services of 
our church and make them more meaningful 
to ourselves and to all the other members of 
the church. 


First SPEAKER: 


The service of worship in the church is for 
the glory of God and for our own good. As 
the leader has already indicated, our bodily 
presence at the worship services of the church 
is an important contribution we can make. We 
sometimes have the mistaken idea that the 
minister and the choir are solely responsible for 
conducting worship. It is their business to direct 
the worship of the people in the pews, but it 
is the people in the pews who are really the 
worshippers. It is as if the people in the pews 
were the team which actually does the play- 
ing, and the minister and the choir are the 
coaches. We must not think that our presence 
is immaterial to the worship of the church. If 
one player is absent, the team is made weaker. 
We can contribute most to the worship in our 
church, and we can receive most from it, if 
we are very regular in attendance at all the 
services. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


We must not only be bodily present at the 
worship services of our church, we must be 
present in mind and spirit. An absent-minded 
athlete can be as detrimental to his team as 
if he were absent altogether. How many of 
us go to church as a matter of habit? Do we 
think that our physical presence is all .that is 
required of us? Do we ever yield to the tempta- 
tion to think about things other than those 
taking place in the service, or still worse, do 
we whisper to our companions and write notes? 

- that we are usually present in body 
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at the church service, but unless our minds 
and hearts are directed toward God, are we 
really worshipping? To be counted present by 
God, we must be present in mind and spirit 
as well as in body. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

There are instances in school life when a 
student will decide to sit in on a_ particular 
class without doing any of the work or with- 
out seeking credit for it. This is known as 
“auditing” the course. The student does not 
participate, he just listens. Some of us may 
be auditors or spectators with regard to wor- 
ship. We do go to church, and we do pay at- 
ention to what is being said and done, but 
we are not participants - we are just hearers 
and lookers. As the other speakers have already 


pointed out, worship is not a show which we 
merely observe - it is an activity in which we 
are to take a very active and important part. 
We can make the worship services of our 
church richer for ourselves and others, if we 
will regard active participation in those services 


as our responsibility. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Ask your minister, or some other qualified 
person, to explain the order of worship used 
in your church. Ask him to take it point by 
point, explaining the meaning of each part, 
and telling the young people how to make each 
part of the service more meaningful. Let this 
part of the program be very informal, and try 
to encourage discussion by the members as 
the explanation progresses.) 


Pree VV. B. S. PPANBOOK 


Send Returnable Intro- 
ductory Kit No. 9191. 
$4.00 value for $3.75 


([) Send free PLANBOOK 
on “Our Living Bible” 


1956 V.B.S. COURSE 


from Standard 


® Completely New 

In Bright Color 

® Single Theme—Adapted for 5 Age 
Groups 

© 10 Simplified Lessons 
Easy to Teach 


® True to the Bible— 
Practical—Life Application 


® Low Cost—For Schools 
Large or Small 


Every step in every lesson of this new 
course seeks to deepen the child’s ap- 
preciation for the Bible and shows him 
how to use it as a guide for daily living. 

There are 10 simplified lessons graded 
for Nursery, Beginner, Primary, 
Junior, and Teen-age groups. In 
addition to the teachers’ man- 
vals (45c. each) and pupils’ work- 
books (25c. each) in bright color 
throughout, there is a compre- 
hensive manual for the director 
(50c.)—all you need for an effec- 
tive Bible-centered vacation- 
school program. 

Dramatic visual aids and sup- 
plementary handwork are avail- 
able to increase the scope of this 
course. 


At Your Bookstore or 


ss STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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Church News 


Presbyterian Pan-American School 


The Board of Trustees of the newly established 
Presbyterian Pan-American School held its sec- 
ond meeting on Tuesday, February 14, at the 
University Presbyterian Church in Austin. 


Two important actions were taken at this 
meeting, that is, the selection of Rev. Sherwood 
H. Reisner, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Falfurrias, Texas, as the president 
of the school; and the selection of a firm of 
architects as site planners to begin making 
preparations for physical construction and _ re- 
modeling on the campus of the Texas-Mexican 
Industrial Institute at Kingsville, which is to 
be the site of the new school. 


Mr. Reisner, former missionary to Mexico, 
had just taken up his work at the University 
of Texas, looking toward the securing of a 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of 
Latin American studies. Effective June 1, 1956, 
Mr. Reisner would take over the duties of the 
presidency of this school, on a part time basis. 
During the ensuing twelve months he will con- 
tinue his studies at Austin for one half of the 
week, giving his time personally to the duties 
of the school during the other half of the week. 
He has at the same time been asked to serve 


for twelve months as president of Texas Mexi- — 


can Industrial Institute. For the school year 
1956-57 both of the present Latin-American 
schools, that is the Presbyterian Mexican School 
tor girls at Taft and Texas Mexican Industrial 
Institute for boys at Kingsville will operate 
as separate units of the Pan-American School, 
subject to the approval of the Synod of 
Texas at its meeting in Dallas July 17, 1956. 
It is hoped that by the end of the 1956-57 school 
year the two schools can be merged at the one 
physical plant at Kingsville. Mr. Douglas Earley, 
Presbyterian layman of Las Fresnos, Texas, is 
the chairman of the Board’s Planning Commit- 
tee. This committee in conjunction with the 
firm of planning engineers and architects, is 
authorized to proceed immediately toward the 
laying out of long range plans for the physical 
development of the school. 


Dr. Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secretary of the 
Presbytery of Dallas, was chosen at the Novem- 
ber meeting of the board as chairman of the 
school’s board for the current year. 


Change of Address: Rev. Baxter D. D. Greer, 
from Sterling City, Texas, to First Presbyterian 
Church, Comanche, Texas. 


Rev. Carlyle R. Womeldorf 
“Well done thou good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


The Rev. Carlyle Ramsey Womeldorf, 91, 
retired Presbyterian missionary to Brazil, died 
at his home at East Lexington Tuesday Decem- 
ber 6, 1955 at 8:30 A. M. His death followed 
a brief illness although he had been in declining 
health for some years. 


He spent nine years in the mission field in 
Brazil for the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and 20 years in El Paso and Houston, Texas, 
working among the Mexicans. In 1928 he re- 
tired to Rockbridge County where he had lived 
until his death. 


Funeral services were held Thursday, Decem- 
ber 8, at 2:00 o'clock in the chapel of the Lex- 
ington Presbyterian Church School conducted 
by Dr. J. J. Murray and Rev. L. W. Kessler. 
Burial was in Stonewall Jackson Cemetery. 


“Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the deat 
of His Saints.” | 


RADIO 


Presbyterian U. S. Series 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
Sunday, March 11 


TOPIC: 
“‘Christ’s Demands 
Speaker: 
Dr. David L. Stitt 


Consult Local Station 
for Time 
Write for Copies 
of Messages 


Division of Radio and Television, Atlanta, Ga. 


KING 


acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 


MARCH 7. 1956 


OLLEGE 


Presbyterian ... Coeducational ... Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. ! 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $795.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Fully accredited. 
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Dr. Baxter D. D. Greer, who has served the 
First Presbyterian Church, Sterling City, Texas, 
for the past two years, has accepted a call to 
become minister of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Comanche, and expects to move there 
about March 1. While in Sterling City, he has 
led the congregation in the construction of an 
attractive stone building at a cost of $60,000.00, 
including furnishings. He was pastor of the 
New Hope Presbyterian Church, San Saba, 
Texas, for six years before coming to Sterling 
City and led the congregation there in the con- 
struction and furnishing a beautiful and com- 
modious Sanctuary, Education Building, Fellow- 
ship Hall and Kitchen at a cost of $85,000.00. 
During the 47 years of active ministry, Dr. Greer 
has been instrumental in directing the construc- 
tion and furnishing five church building proj- 
- ects and had a part in the dedication of them. 


Miami, Fla. — Two Presbyterian groups 
have just completed on-the-spot surveys in sun- 
drenched Miami to begin building up informa- 
tion and enthusiasm for the 1957 Presbyterian 
Men’s Convention here. 


A 19-man Assembly Convention Attendance 
Committee, with all but one present, spent two 
days looking over the site and making plans 
to promote the 1957 session among the 300,000 
men who are members of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. At the same time, a group from 
the Board of Christian Education, Richmond, 
Va., which will have charge of staging the con- 
vention, were in Miami studying the auditorium 
and other facilities to be used by the convention. 


The Assembly Convention Attendance Com- 
mittee, is made up of officials of the Assembly 
Men’s Council, and the chairman of each synod’s 
Convention Attendance Committee. Presbytery 
and district attendance committees are being set 


up. 


Dr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., secretary of Men’s 
Work, reported that the attendance committee 
was enthusiastic about reaching the goal of 
10,000 laymen and ministers for the mid-October 
1957 convention, after inspecting the site and 
the variety of accomodations and recreation of- 
fered by Miami. Hub of convention activities 
will be the huge Dinner Key Auditorium, where 


COMPETITIVE 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
$1,200 --- $600 --- $500 


DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 
MARCH 15 


Write: Dean Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 


FLORA MacDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Red Springs. North Carolina 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.S. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer Schoo] 
begins June 9, 1956. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


WANTED: Young man or minister to direct 
youth program of evangelism, recreation in 
gymnasium, and visitation of youth. Write 
Wm. E. Hill, Jr., West End Presbyterian 
Church, Hopewell, Virginia, or call 5691, 
6765. 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Write To 
McFERRAN CROWE, President 


High academic standards 

* Strong in the faith 

* Select student body 

* Fine program of recreation and activities 
* Reasonable in cost 


A Four-Year Co-Educational College —-—- Owned by The Synod of Mississippi 


| 
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spectators in 10 days recently. 

Members of the attendance committee include 
John’ J. Deifell of Greensboro, N. C., general 
chairman; W. B. Whitfield of Huntsville, Ala., 
general secretary; and Carl E. Marcelius of An- 
dalusia, Ala.; Thomas Osborne of Knoxville, 
Tenn.; Dale Sessoms of Camden, Ark.; George 
\W. Simons of Jacksonville, Fla.; Turner Mur- 
phy of North Augusta, South Carolina; George 
Wilcoxson of Bowling Green, Ky.; Ralph Brew- 
er of Alexandria, La.; Orrick Metcalfe of 
Natchez, Miss.; W. J. Haynes, Jr., of Kansas 
Citv, Mo.; Robert Turner of Charlotte, N. C.; 
George Goolsby of Idabel, Okla.; Ernest W. 
Evans of Ida, S. C.; S. B. McKensie of Tusca- 
loosa, Ala.; Quinton Edmonds of Jackson, Tenn.; 
Harrell C. Mason of Dallas, Texas; H. Rives 
King of Norfolk, Va.; and Joseph C. Shaffer of 
Princeton, W. Va. 

The other group, charged with staging the 
convention, has Clinton Harris, secretary of 
Church Relations, directing its activities. In- 
cluded in it were Robert Stratton, director of 
education promotion; Dr. Patterson; Mr. E. A. 
Andrews, also of the Division of Men’s Work, 
and the Rev. William Belk of Orlando, Fila., 
regional director of Christian EtUCaeen for 
Florida. 


“The Gin in a Revolutionary World” 
is the theme of the Student Inquiry Mission 
Conference to be held April 27 at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary and Presbyterian Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond, Va. Scheduled 
for the conference are discussion groups, exhibits 
and a banquet in addition to two _ principal 
addresses. All college students of Richmond and 
vicinity are invited to attend. Registration will 
begin at 2:00 p.m. April 27. 

Speakers for the conterence will be Dr. S. J. 
Patterson, Jr., and Dr. C. Darby Fulton. 


Dr. Patterson is the Secretary of Men’s Work 
and Director of Adult Work in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. Having recently completed a tour 
of mission work in Brazil, Africa and Portugal, 
Dr. Patterson is especially well-qualified to 
speak on the status of Presbyterian world mis- 
sions in those parts of the world. Dr. Patterson 
is a graduate of Tarkio College, Tarkio, Mis- 
souri, and has also studied at Nebraska Uni- 
versity and Yale University. He holds the hon- 
orary degrees of Doctor of Education and Doc- 
tor of Letters. 

Dr. Fulton is the Secretary of the Board of 
been: Missions in the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., which position he has held since 1932. 
He i is the author of two books, Star In The East 
and Now Is The Time. Having recently re- 
turned from Korea and Formosa, Dr. Fulton 
speaks from a background of varied experience 
in the Far East. He has formerly served as a 
missionary to Japan for eight years. A graduate 
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A VISIT WITH 
THE LIVING DEAD 


“With great grief of heart I write of my 


visit to the leper colony of Athens, where 


some of the inmates have been confined for 
a period of 15, 20 or even 30 years. Some 
go about with their noses eaten away, others 
with their fingers wasted to mere stubs or 
blistered and deformed as though by scalding 
water, some with their ears or an eye missing, 
many totally blind. Their plight is so tragic 
that it was quite a while before I could 
bring myself to attempt a few words of 
comfort, to distribute New Testaments to 
some and speak of the love of Christ to 
others. The children are especially pitiful, 
running away if you attempt to approach 
them. 


‘Many of these people have no one in this 
world, and some who do are rarely visited 
because of their tragic disease. One sight I 
shall never forget—the ward of the seriously 
ill. There I saw men and women lying with 
closed eyes, and if it were not for the slight 
movement of the bedclothes caused by their 
breathing I would have thought them dead. 
Their faces were pale and their bones pro- 
truded through their skin. These were the 
silent living dead. 


“T would like to ask you to pray for all 
of these unfortunate sufferers and to give 
whatever the Lord may lead you to, for their 
help. The only relief which we can give 
them is the comfort of our visits and those 
of our missionaries, the Word of God and 
our financial assistance to meet some of their 
most desperate needs. 


‘How I wish you could have seen the joy 
on their faces when I gave some of them 
small sums of money from the American 
Mission to Greeks. How I wished I had 
enough to give to all and to supply each one 
with a Bible or a New Testament. Only the 


- love of God and the compassion of Christians 


can make this possible. It may be that you 
can help me to return to them with the evi- 


dences of your love.” 
Major Constantine Kalonaros 


Director of Relief, A.M.G. 


How can we close our hearts to these desti- 
tute and forgotten outcasts of earth? Is the 
Lord laying them upon your heart now, as 
you read this letter? You can help them 
through the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
P. O. Box 423, Dept. SP, New York 36, N. Y., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary. (In 
Canada, 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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of Presbyterian College, he has studied in the 
graduate departments of the University of South 
Carolina, Columbia University, and Princeton 
University. He holds the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from Presbyterian College. 


Columbia Theological Seminary will hold 
two summer schools this coming summer. From 
August 7th to the 31st there will be the Graduate 
Summer School, primarily for ministers. 
Courses will be offered by Professors Gutzke, 
Gillespie, Gailey and Cartledge. From July 
18th to September 8th there will be the Sum- 
mer Language School, primarily for entering 
students who have not had their Greek in col- 
lege. Intensive courses in Greek and Hebrew 
will be offered by Professors Cartledge and 
Gailey. Students may take either language. Both 
summer schools will be described more fully 
in the Seminary catalogue, which should be off 
the press soon. 


Presbyterians of the Louisville, Ky. area 
have just completed their third annual officers’ 
training course. The school is sponsored by the 
Kentuckiana Men’s Council, an association of 
local men of the Reformed faith. Faculty mem- 
bers of Louisville Presbyterian Seminary pre- 
sided at the five two-hour sessions on the theme 
“Christians in Modern Society.’’ All meetings 
were held at Warren Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in downtown Louisville. 

At each session the presiding faculty member 
made an opening statement. Then the congre- 
gation divided into eight sections to formulate 
questions on the theme presented. These ques- 
tions were addressed to a panel of laymen for 
comment. A total of seventeen laymen took part 
in the panel discussions of the five evenings. 

Total registration for the course was 406. Av- 
erage attendance was about 200. 


Roy Lewis Jackson 


Whereas, God in His infinite wisdom has 
called unto Himself His good and faithful ser- 
vant, our friend and fellow-worker, Roy Lewis 
Jackson, who departed this life on January 26, 
1956, we, the Session of Marion, Alabama, 
Presbyterian Church, wish to pay tribute to the 
life and Jabors of our departed Brother. He 
joined this church by letter on September 13, 
1914, was ordained Deacon in 1920, and ordained 
Elder in 1939, which office he held until his 
death. He was Permanent Clerk of the Con- 
gregation for 32 years, Benevolence Treasurer 
for 21 *years, and Local Expense Treasurer for 
9 years. He was Treasurer of Student Work 
Funds at the time of his death. He frequently 
represented the church as delegate both to Pres- 
bytery and to Synod. He was a devoted worker 
in all activities of the church. Therefore, be 
it resolved, that we express our thanks to God 
for the devoted lite and labors of our departed 
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CRUSADE 
INSCOTLAND 


BILLY GRAHAM 


Tom ALLAN, Editor 


This is the story of 
Billy Graham’s 1955 All- 
Scotland Crusade, told by 
the men at the heart of 
the movement. Catching 
the authentic spirit of those eventful weeks, 
they describe the months of planning and 
preparation, the counseling and follow-up 
work, the press and radio coverage, all the 
enthralling details of a campaign that drew 
over a million people and resulted in more 
than 25,000 decisions for Christ. $2.00 


CHURCH IN GOD 
Expository Values in Thessalonians 


Harotp J. OCKENGA 


In a penetrating verse-by-verse study of I 
and II Thessalonians, Dr. Ockenga deals fully 
with Paul’s teachings in these Epistles, re- 
lating them to the work of the church today. 
He shows the tremendous impact of the Thes- 
salonian Church, with its faith-building an- 
ticipation of the Second Coming, on the 
heathen. This book underscores the need to 
build every church on Christian testimony. 


&Crusadein 
Scotland 


Aft your 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


Brother, and that we extend to his loved ones 
our sympathy, and commend them to God's 
sustaining grace, that a copy of this resolution 
be recorded in our records of Session, a copy 
sent to the family, and copies to the Christian 
Observer and the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
for publication. By order of the Session. 

| David S. Lee, Clerk. 


Charlotte, N. C. — Irwin Belk, president 
of Belk Buying Service, Inc., today made a gift 
of $50,000 to Queens College, Dr. Edwin R. 
Walker has announced. The gilt is to be placed 
in a fund, created by Mr. Belk, to be known 
as the Carol Grotnes Belk Endowment. It is 
Mr. Belk’s intention, Dr. Walker pointed out, 
to designate at a later date this fund as the 
endowment of a chair on the faculty of Queens 
College. 


Over a period of two years Mr. Belk has been 
making gifts to this fund, and he has stated 
his intention to continue until the permanent 
endowment of a faculty chair is completed. ‘The 
fund is named in honor of Mr. Belk’s wife, the 
former Miss Carol Grotnes. 
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PROVIDE 


To 
Italy 
France 
Belgium 
Indonesia 
Greece 
Germany 
Spain 


Spiritual Help 
For Refugees 


Theological Training 
For Students 


Rehabilitation of 
Amputees 


Christian Nurture 
For Korean Orphans 


WALDENSIAN CHURCH, TORRE PELLICE, ITALY 


A Fellowship of Christian Sharing 
Through 


THE EASTER OFFERING 


April 1, 1956 


THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
BOX 330 - NASHVILLE, TENN. 


The Proposed Consolidated 
Presbyterian College 


Laurinburg, N. C. — Laurinburg, N. C. has 
offered more than two and one-half million 
dollars to the Board of Trustees of the Con- 
solidated Presbyterian College in North Caro- 
lina, marking what is said to be the largest 
financial contribution ever offered a _ Presby- 
terian college by any locality in the history of 
the Presbyterian Church. 


The offer includes a commitment from 23 
locally-owned corporations with a net worth 
in excess of $20 million, for support of the 
college over a period of years. This is also 
unprecedented and _ represents a_ substantial 
figure. 


Thus far in the campaign for the college, 
there has been $837,185.65 in pledges from 2,588 
individuals and organizations, plus continuing 


‘Support over a period of ten years of $600,000 


or more. The city of Maxton and upper Robe- 
son County have substantially aided Laurinburg 
in its bid for the college. 


Since 1950 the three colleges to be merged 
have received more than $50,000 a year from 
Laurinburg and Scotland counties» Four citi- 
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WANTED: School teachers. College graduates 
who desire to teach in Church School. Full 
time Christian work. Openings: First and 
Second Grade, Sixth and Seventh Grade, 
High School, and Music. Write Wm. E. Hill, 
Jr., West End Presbyterian Church, Hopewell, 
Virginia, or call 5691, 6765. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Clothes 
Bible Markers — mmunion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


1837 years of Bervice 1956 
To The Church And Clergy 
Cox SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


THE CHRISTIAN FairH ACCORDING 


To THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25¢c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


| 
S 
n 
é 
— 
| 
\ 
MEE E= | 
~ 
| 
| 
| \ 
| 
| 
| PAGE 19 


